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I] Inguinal Abscess Following Cas-
tration. A 5-year-old Palomino 
gelding was presented at the Stange Me-
morial Clinic on Sept. 18, 1952. The his-
tory was of castration early in June. 
The horse had been cast for the operation 
but succeeded in regaining its feet num-
erous times dnring the operation. During 
the process of casting, several rope burns 
of the hind limbs were produced. The 
surgical incision had healed without any 
complications, but later in the summer 
he began to develop a stiffness of the 
pelvic limbs. In conjunction with the 
stiffness, the right inguinal region became 
swollen. Antibiotics were used as treat-
ment, but with unsuccessful results. 
Examination on arrival at the clinic 
revealed a large edematous swelling in 
the inguinal region that extended into 
the prepuce. On Sept. 19, the patient was 
given 60 Gm. of chloral hydrate via the 
stomach tube and cast in dorsal recum-
bency. 
A liberal incision was made in the 
region of the castration scar on the right 
side. The inguinal canal was manually 
explored revealing a large abscess high 
in the canal. The abscess was opened 
and a copious quantity of pus exuded 
from the wound. As much pus as possible 
was taken out of the canal and 2 percent 
tincture of iodine was inserted into the 
wound. Penicillin in oil was given intra-
muscularly at a dosage level of 3,000,000 
units. 
On Sept. 20, the prepuce was still con-
siderably swollen and the penicillin 
therapy was repeated. On Sept. 21, the 
wound was open and draining. It was 
irrigated with a 1-3000 potassium per-
manganate solution, and penicillin was 
repeated. On Sept. 22, the wound was 
covered with encrustations, so was opened 
manually and irrigated. Penicillin therapy 
was repeated. On Sept. 24, an edematous 
swelling of the prepuce and underline 
was developing so the patient was exer-
cised outside for a short time. Other 
previous treatment was continued. On 
Sept. 26, edema of the under line and pre-
puce persisted and the fetlocks of the 
38 
hind limbs were swollen. Penicillin was 
discontinued at this point, but the other 
therapy was repeated. Potassium per-
manganate irrigation and exercise was 
continued through Oct. 2, with the edema 
gradually decreasing. 
Because of the anatomical arrange-
ment, the inguinal region being in close 
contact with the thigh, drainage of the 
area was poor. On Oct. 3, he was given 
40 Gm. of chloral hydrate via the stomach 
tube and cast in dorsal recumbency. The 
skin incision was enlarged and extended 
anteriorly to provide more adequate 
drainage of the area. The inguinal canal 
was explored but no developing abscesses 
were found, with no evidence of the pre-
vious abscess. Previous postoperative 
treatment was continued for a few days 
and he was discharged on Oct. 8. At this 
time he showed little edematous swelling 
and no lameness. 
The interesting facts of this case are 
the prolonged period of abscess develop-
ment and its location, high in the inguinal 
canal. 
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Pyometra in a Jersey Cow. On 
May 7, 1952, a Jersey cow, 3 years 
old, was admitted to Stange Memorial 
Clinic with a history of having given 
birth to twins in October, 1950, one of 
which was alive at birth. At that time the 
cow suffered from retained placenta. The 
local practitioner had treated her for the 
retained placenta. She had not shown 
heat since birth of the twins. Estrogens 
were used in an attempt to induce heat, 
but they were ineffective. 
Pus was observed coming from the 
vulvar lips. On rectal examination the 
vagina was found to be small and cord-
like; the cervix layover the brim of the 
pelvis but otherwise was normal; the 
uterus was thick and doughy with the 
left horn larger than the right horn; the 
right ovary was small and functionless; 
the left ovary had a retained corpus 
luteum and the uterine vessels could not 
be palpated because of excess fat. The 
corpus luteum in the left ovary could not 
Iowa State College Veterinarian 
